








 
April 25th, 2010 

 

*** Press Release *** 
 

Tazewell County Vehicle Policy 
 
Last week, Republican Gubernatorial Candidate Bill Brady called for an end of Personal Use of State 

Vehicles. He said "The sense of entitlement that the ruling class in Illinois feels has got to end. Every mile 
forward in a State Vehicle has to be in advance of the people's interest. It’s common sense. Every 
taxpayer dollar spent must serve the public, not the insiders. That will be the rule on the day I become 
governor." 

 
I completely agree with him. Government Vehicles should be used for Government Business only. 
 
Several months ago I pushed for Tazewell County to adopt a Vehicle Policy. We are one of the few 

counties in the state that currently has no countywide policy governing the use of its vehicles. Peoria and 
McLean Counties have one basic policy that governs all vehicles and each department has additional 
policies that are more specific to themselves that include this basic countywide policy. 

 
This new policy came up for discussion at the Tazewell County HR Committee two months ago and 

since then it has been sent back to the individual departments for further review. It should be coming 
back to the committee level in May. It needs to come back for further action. 

 
It is my goal to make sure that this new policy contains three simple provisions that are standard in 

most counties across the state. 
 
1) We need to state and clarify that all vehicles purchased by the county taxpayers and that have 

expenses paid for by the county taxpayers are accountable to the county taxpayers. Some believe 
that once these vehicles are assigned to the individual departments, they are their 
property. Would you purchase a vehicle and pay for the insurance, take the responsibility for the 
risk involved in the usage of this vehicle and also pay for the maintenance and cost of usage for 
this vehicle while not having any control of the usage of it? No. 

 
The taxpayers have paid for these vehicles, are paying for the continued cost of these vehicles and 
assume the risk in the usage of these vehicles. As such, the County Board as their elected 
representatives are the ones who are directly accountable to the taxpayers and should have the 
control of the usage of all of these vehicles. 

 
2) No County Vehicle should be used in any way for personal use. This verbiage is from the McLean 

County Vehicle Policy: Not allowed:  "1) Personal use of any nature when the employee is in an off-
duty status."" 2) Attendance at political rallies, parties, or for political solicitation. 3) 
Transportation of persons or goods not having a direct relationship to County Business, except in 
an emergency situation and with the permission of the employee's supervisor. 4) At any time the 



operator of the vehicle has consumed any alcoholic beverage or any substance which might 
interfere with the safe operation of the vehicle." 

 
3) We need to encourage all of our departments to make more specific policies for the usage of their 

vehicles. These need to be developed by the individual departments, presented to the Property 
Committee for review and approval, and must include the Countywide Vehicle Policy. This is what 
is currently done in McLean County and many other counties across the state. 

 
Tazewell County is very far behind the standard practices that are common in the majority of the 

counties in Illinois. It is time we correct this and provide the taxpayers these simplistic standards. For 
your information, I have posted the McLean County Vehicle Policy on my website. As always, I consider it 
an honor and a privilege to serve you on the Tazewell County Board and if I can be of any assistance to 
you, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

John C. Ackerman 
(309) 635-7624 

www.JohnCAckerman.com 
 

http://www.johncackerman.com/
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