




















 
 

September 29th, 2010 
 

*** Press Release *** 
 

Statement to the Media Concerning the Obvious Lack of   
Progress of the Tazewell County Vehicle Policy 

 
On February 15th of this year, I released a Position Update concerning the need for Tazewell County to 

adopt a Vehicle Policy similar to what the majority of the other counties already have in place, including 
our neighboring McLean and Peoria Counties. I cited sections of the current McLean County Vehicle 
Policy that needed to be adopted in this much needed Tazewell County Vehicle Policy. I stated that the 
end result of implementing this new policy would be greater accountability to the taxpayers concerning 
the County Vehicle fleet and would also allow the County Board to implement much needed Supervision 
and Risk Management of what can and has been a very costly expense. The policy was brought up at the 
Human Resources Committee meeting a month later and tabled for more review, agreeing with the need 
but wanting more information. That was in February. 

 
On April 25th of this year, I released a Press Release stating that the Tazewell County Board needed to 

pass a Vehicle Policy to ensure the taxpayers that the County Fleet of vehicles were being used for 
County Business only and not miss-used for personal use. Again, I quoted sections of the current McLean 
County Vehicle Policy that need to be adopted into this much needed new Tazewell County Vehicle Policy. 
Again a month later the Human Resources Committee reviewed the need and tabled it for more review, 
once again agreeing with the need and this time directing the County Administrator to work on this 
policy. That was April. 

 
In August of this past year, it finally came up for a vote before the Human Resources Committee. The 

new Tazewell County Vehicle Policy contained all of the sections of the current McLean County Vehicle 
Policy that I had mentioned months before. As a matter of fact, all of the sections of the new proposed 
policy came from already existing policies in McLean County, Peoria County, IDOT and several other 
existing vehicle policies. The four page policy contained nothing that is not already policy in most parts of 
this state.  

 
I have placed this new four page Tazewell County Vehicle Policy on my website 

(www.JohnCAckerman.com) for your review along with my past statements on this issue, the full current 
McLean County Vehicle Policy, and other useful information. 

 
At this meeting of the Human Resources Committee in August, the committee voted in support of 

this new proposed policy and it moved forward to the full County Board. Unfortunately, it was pulled at 
the last second at the County Board Meeting due to the fact the States Attorney stated that he needed 
more time to review it. The committee reversed its decision and moved it back to the committee for 
further review.  

 



I fail to understand why it takes so long to review a four page document which could be called a 
“cookie cutter”, the contents of which are already in effect in most other parts of this state. I also fail to 
understand why the County Leadership is failing to address such a highly needed policy which would 
reduce a very high and expensive risk. It is far past time for this issue to come before the County Board 
as a whole for an up-or-down vote.  

 
My reason for bringing this up at this time in this manner is to bring to the forefront just how 

inefficient government can get and how something so necessary can be so easily stalled by those who 
would rather it fade off into the sunset without ever seeing the light of day, instead of “stand up” and 
passing this small, simple, ordinary, much utilized policy.  

 
I may be criticized for taking this action, but I believe it is my obligation to the taxpayers of Tazewell 

County to bring this and similar issues up whenever I see the necessity to do so. Of course, it is much 
easier to set back and do nothing and/or deny the need to make things better. And, I personally criticize 
those officials who would do so. 

 
To the county board I now say the time has come to put an end to the political stall tactics and 

evading the issue and put this on the October 27th Tazewell County Board Agenda and vote it up or down, 
as your conscience deems. 

  
As always, I consider it an honor and a privilege to serve you on the Tazewell County Board and if I 

can be of any assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 

John C. Ackerman 
(309) 635-7624 

www.JohnCAckerman.com 



 
April 25th, 2010 

 

*** Press Release *** 
 

Tazewell County Vehicle Policy 
 
Last week, Republican Gubernatorial Candidate Bill Brady called for an end of Personal Use of State 

Vehicles. He said "The sense of entitlement that the ruling class in Illinois feels has got to end. Every mile 
forward in a State Vehicle has to be in advance of the people's interest. It’s common sense. Every 
taxpayer dollar spent must serve the public, not the insiders. That will be the rule on the day I become 
governor." 

 
I completely agree with him. Government Vehicles should be used for Government Business only. 
 
Several months ago I pushed for Tazewell County to adopt a Vehicle Policy. We are one of the few 

counties in the state that currently has no countywide policy governing the use of its vehicles. Peoria and 
McLean Counties have one basic policy that governs all vehicles and each department has additional 
policies that are more specific to themselves that include this basic countywide policy. 

 
This new policy came up for discussion at the Tazewell County HR Committee two months ago and 

since then it has been sent back to the individual departments for further review. It should be coming 
back to the committee level in May. It needs to come back for further action. 

 
It is my goal to make sure that this new policy contains three simple provisions that are standard in 

most counties across the state. 
 
1) We need to state and clarify that all vehicles purchased by the county taxpayers and that have 

expenses paid for by the county taxpayers are accountable to the county taxpayers. Some believe 
that once these vehicles are assigned to the individual departments, they are their 
property. Would you purchase a vehicle and pay for the insurance, take the responsibility for the 
risk involved in the usage of this vehicle and also pay for the maintenance and cost of usage for 
this vehicle while not having any control of the usage of it? No. 

 
The taxpayers have paid for these vehicles, are paying for the continued cost of these vehicles and 
assume the risk in the usage of these vehicles. As such, the County Board as their elected 
representatives are the ones who are directly accountable to the taxpayers and should have the 
control of the usage of all of these vehicles. 

 
2) No County Vehicle should be used in any way for personal use. This verbiage is from the McLean 

County Vehicle Policy: Not allowed:  "1) Personal use of any nature when the employee is in an off-
duty status."" 2) Attendance at political rallies, parties, or for political solicitation. 3) 
Transportation of persons or goods not having a direct relationship to County Business, except in 
an emergency situation and with the permission of the employee's supervisor. 4) At any time the 



operator of the vehicle has consumed any alcoholic beverage or any substance which might 
interfere with the safe operation of the vehicle." 

 
3) We need to encourage all of our departments to make more specific policies for the usage of their 

vehicles. These need to be developed by the individual departments, presented to the Property 
Committee for review and approval, and must include the Countywide Vehicle Policy. This is what 
is currently done in McLean County and many other counties across the state. 

 
Tazewell County is very far behind the standard practices that are common in the majority of the 

counties in Illinois. It is time we correct this and provide the taxpayers these simplistic standards. For 
your information, I have posted the McLean County Vehicle Policy on my website. As always, I consider it 
an honor and a privilege to serve you on the Tazewell County Board and if I can be of any assistance to 
you, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

John C. Ackerman 
(309) 635-7624 

www.JohnCAckerman.com 
 

http://www.johncackerman.com/
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